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CONFIDENTIAL FREETOWN 3863 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MARR, CU, GV, SL 

SUB J : CUBAN ROLE IN SIERRA LEONE 

REF: (A) HAVANA 712, (B) FREETOWN A-42 

1 . EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW THE NUMBER OF POLICE OR MILITARY 
ADVISORS PRESENTLY IN SIERRA LEONE (REFTEL A). HOWEVER, 

CUBA HAS PROVIDED CONSIDERABLE TRAINING AND SUPPORT FOR THE 
PARA-MILITARY INTERNATIONAL SECURITY UNITS (ISU). ONE TRAIN- 
ING CAMP ESTIMATED TO HAVE AT LEAST 10 CUBANS TRAINERS HAS 
OPERATED FOR OVER TWO YEARS AT JUI. FOLLOWING STUDENT DE- 
MONSTRATIONS AND WIDESPREAD RIOTING IN FREETOWN AND IN THE 
SOUTHERN AND EASTERN PROVINCES IN FEBRUARY 1977, THE CUBANS 
OPENED A SECOND ISU TRAINING CAMP IN THE KAMBIA DISTRICT 
NEAR THE GUINEA BORDER. ABOUT 160 ISU TROOPS HAVE COMPLETED 
LONG TERM TRAINING IN CUBA AND A SECOND CONTINGENT OF ISE LEFT 
FOR CUBA IN AUGUST. PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THE RETURN OF THE FIRST 
ISU CONTINGENT FROM CUBA, MANY OF WHOM NOW SPEAK SPANISH, 

RUMORS CIRCULATED THAT BLACK CUBANS HAD BEEN INTEGRATED INTO 
THE ISU. EMBASSY HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO SUBSTANTIATE THESE 
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RUMORS. THE RECENTLY ENLARGED ISU IS EQUIPPED WITH RUSSIAN 
MADE AK-47'S. ALTHOUGH NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS WAS MADE DURING THE YEAR, WE BELIEVE 
EITHER THE RUSSIANS OR CUBANS FURNISHED THESE ADDITIONAL 
WEAPONS AND ASSOCIATED AMMUNITION. 

2. CUBA ALSO OPERATES A SMALL EXCHANGE PROGRAM MAINLY FOR 
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YOUNG PEOPLE. ABOUT 20 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDY IN CUBA WERE 
AWARDED LAST YEAR. A CUBAN FRIENDSHIP DELEGATION VISITED IN 
FEBRUARY. 

3. PRC AMBASSADOR CLAIMED IN MAY THAT 280 CUBANS WERE IN SIERRA 
LEONE. THIS SEEMS ABNORMALLY HIGH AND, IF TRUE, THE CUBANS 
ARE SO WELL CONCEALED THAT PEOPLE ARE NOT COMMENTING OPENLY 
ABOUT THEIR PRESENCE. 
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